The Norman Borlaug Education Residency Program

Introduction

The Norman Borlaug Heritage Foundation (NBHF) has established a program of study and outreach to bring Dr. Borlaug’s remarkable scientific and humanitarian contributions to the public, especially our youth.   The NBHF Board selects residency participants to research and create work in their area of expertise while spending a portion of their stipend time at Dr. Borlaug’s boyhood farm.  Resident participants, using their scholarly research and creative discoveries, travel to schools and communities discussing issues related to Dr. Borlaug’s life and work.

In an age when children lack heroes of substance to serve as role models, the Foundation recognizes that Dr. Borlaug has displayed all the characteristics of a great American hero.  Through this education residency program, students and communities are encouraged to serve humankind with the same convictions and tenacity that has served Dr. Borlaug throughout his life.

The NBHF is a non-profit organization dedicated to promoting education programs and projects that reflect the lifetime achievements and philosophy of Dr. Norman Borlaug.  Dr. Borlaug, 1970 Nobel Peace Prize recipient and Medal of Freedom winner, has worked tirelessly around the world developing improved strains of food grains and training thousands of scientists and small land owners.  For over 50 years his  scientific and humanitarian contributions, have led the way in the fight against malnutrition and starvation.  The NBHF was established in July 2000 with a volunteer board and consultants. 

Program Structure and Selection Process

Each year selected participants will receive a stipend for study, scholarship, and creating on the farm site and for teaching students in K-12 and college institutions.  (A stipend means a designated amount of funding paid to a participant for services rendered over a period of time and does not include benefits or any assurance of continued employment.)

Presently,  three 4-week stipend periods are scheduled yearly.  The amount of the stipend will be prorated based on the average teacher salary in the United States (currently $36,000 for a school year of nine months).

Participants are selected by the Foundation Board based on their ability to do scholarly and/or creative work and their ability to teach.  The Foundation Education Committee  reviews the candidates’ submissions for residency  which shall include:  resumes, portfolios (when appropriate), recommendations, and proposals. The Education Committee submits two finalists to the Foundation Board for a final vote on the award. 

These proposals must clearly outline a plan using the candidate’s scholarship or creative specialty to inform and inspire youth with the example set by Dr. Borlaug in his efforts to alleviate world hunger.  Each year the committee may determine specific areas of focus, both in thematic content and fields of study, for the program.

Program Requirements

1.  One half of the stipend period shall be spent doing study/research/creative work in the participant’s specialty field at the Borlaug boyhood farm and at other sites. 

2.  The 2nd half of the stipend period shall be spent with students in schools or colleges and with community groups (i.e., 4-H, Lions).  Actual contract time may include public presentations and visits with groups at the boyhood farm.  

3.  The scholarly/creative work done by the participant at the boyhood farm during the stipend period shall remain as property of the Foundation.  The NBHF reserves the right to sell copyrights and products back to the creator.

4.  At the completion of the residency, successful applicants will be expected to submit the following:


a.  A synopsis of the residency


b.  A log of contact hours 


c.  A personal evaluation of the residency

Examples of Residency Programs

The Borlaug Education Residency Program offers a variety of possibilities for scientists, artists, and other scholars.  Some examples follow:

1.  A rural landscape artist paints the farm site and brings to high school students the issue of humankind’s interdependency with the land.  Discussions revolve around Dr. Borlaug’s recent efforts in Ethiopia where, through an understanding of the people’s sense of connectivity to the land he fashioned successful food production programs.  Students paint or create in their chosen field, share their work with one another, and discuss the need for humans to understand different views on connecting with the land.

2.  An agricultural science journalist and an environmental journalist write about the issues of genetically engineered crops or chemical fertilizers from Dr. Borlaug’s perspective during his work to alleviate hunger in the Green Revolution.  They bring the issue and their writings to a college for discussion and debate.  Students are challenged to write about related issues in genetics or the environment and to submit them to the World Food Prize Youth Symposium program or to other publications.

3.  A photo-journalist spends time on the farm creating photo essays about the life and times of rural education in Iowa.  The artist discusses with community members and 6th grade students the impact rural (Iowa) life had on Dr. Borlaug’s future choices as he labored to increase food production among poor, malnourished peoples. Students write about the impact of rural (Iowa) life on their futures and possible humanitarian efforts.  Later the artist prepares photos taken of the farm site for archives.

4.  A scientist-historian researches and writes about a portion of Dr. Borlaug’s work in Mexico, India, and Pakistan.  The work is shared with community college students who then prepare science projects related to plant pathology.  Students visit the boyhood farm during the residency and discuss how they and fellow students might make contributions to efforts like those of Dr. Borlaug and his fellow hunger fighters. 

5.  A dramatist writes a play about the Dust Bowl and its agricultural and social impact.  The play is performed by a cast made up of members of a community theater group and of junior high students.  The dramatist then discusses situations in poor countries where  natural disasters or man’s negative impact on the environment have adversely affected local populations and how the work of individuals like Dr. Borlaug could help solve the problems. The students then write their own scenes or one-act plays on related themes and perform them.

Suggested Resources for learning about Dr. Borlaug’s life and work:

Borlaug: The Mild-Mannered Maverick Who Fed A Billion People.  Noel Vietmeyer, 2008

The Man Who Fed The World.  Leon Hesser, 2006.  
“Forgotten Benefactor of Humanity.”   This 1997 Atlantic Monthly article by Gregg Easterbrook telling of Dr. Borlaug’s relative obscurity despite his enormous accomplishments is available on the Foundation website www.normanborlaug.org. 

Setting the Grassroots on Fire.  This excellent video, produced by Tony Freeth, showing Dr. Borlaug’s current work in Sub-Saharan Africa, is available in all Iowa libraries.

Facing Starvation.  Leonard Bickel wrote his biography soon after Dr. Borlaug was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1970.   This readable, comprehensive biography of the Laureate is available through Iowa libraries.

Norman Borlaug on World Hunger.  This anthology, edited by Anwar Dil, containing speeches and writings by Dr. Borlaug, will provide an interested resident a menu of Dr. Borlaug’s ideas and involvements.  

For More Information about the NBHF Education Residency Program, contact:

Norman Borlaug Heritage Foundation

P.O. Box 131

Cresco, IA  52136

E-mail:  Go to http://www.normanborlaug.org/contactus.htm
Application Form:  Borlaug Education Residency

Personal Information

Name _______________________________________________________________

Address _____________________________________________________________

City __________________________________State _______________  Zip _______

Telephone (W) _________________________  (H) ___________________________

E-mail _______________________________________________________________

Education Background

Highest degree:   ________   Major field of study_____________________________

Institution _____________________________________________________________

Address of institution_____________________________________________________

Teaching Experience

Years of teaching at:  _____ K-5 _____ 6-8 _____ 9-12  _____ 13 up

Teaching experience (Begin with your most recent assignment):

     Dates

Program 


Subjects taught

1. ____________________________________________________________________

2.  ____________________________________________________________________

3.  ____________________________________________________________________

Teaching Recommendations

List the names, addresses, and e-mail addresses of 2 persons who can recommend your teaching ability 

1.  ____________________________________________________________________

     _____________________________________________________________________

2.  ____________________________________________________________________

     _____________________________________________________________________

Artistic/Scientific/Scholarly Experiences 

Area(s) of interest ________________________________________________________

Major scholarly/creative production (Describe briefly.):   _________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Recommendations:  List the names, addresses, and e-mail addresses of 2 persons who can recommend your scholarly/scientific/artistic ability:

1.  _____________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

2.  _____________________________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________________________

Personal Recommendation:
In a typed essay of not more than one page, explain why you wish to become a Borlaug residency participant.

Proposed Scholarly/Scientific/Artistic Plan:  

In a typed page, outline your proposed plan of scholarly/scientific/artistic endeavor and how it will be connected to the life and work of Dr. Borlaug and the theme of world hunger.

Proposed Teaching Curriculum:  

In a typed page, outline your suggested curriculum of instruction and the grade levels of the proposed students.  Give specific learning objectives, activities, and methods of evaluation. 

For more information contact the Foundation by email

