
“Borlaug is about peace…  When people are starving there is no peace.”  This quote from Dr. Charles Muscoplot, dean of the University of Minnesota College of Agriculture, Food and Environmental Science accurately assesses Dr. Norman Borlaug, Nobel Peace Prize winner of 1970.


In the summer 2004 film Troy there is a conversation between Achilles and a captive Trojan woman.  This discussion concerned the nature of peace- basically the woman said “peace confuses warriors.”  This conversation struck me as particularly apt in our society today and in particular to some of my work in relation to the NBHF (Norman Borlaug Heritage Foundation.)


As the 2004 Educator/Writer in residence of the Norman Borlaug Heritage Foundation and working periodically at the restored childhood farm in Northeast Iowa I am reminded again and again that Dr. Norman Borlaug is one warrior not confused by peace.  In contrast to another living Nobel Peace Laureate, Dr. Henry Kissinger, who continues to publicize himself for dollars, Dr. Borlaug quietly works for peace.  As winner of the 1970 Nobel Peace Prize and countless other honors Dr. Borlaug has warriored tirelessly for peace through agriculture for six decades.

Unlike the other three living U.S. Nobel Peace Prize recipients (Borlaug, Pres. Jimmy Carter, and Dr. Henry Kissinger) Dr. Borlaug has maintained such a “below the radar” presence that the tabloid world is not very aware of his struggles.  Unlike Dr. Kissinger who became a shill for the media outlets where he is paid huge dollar amounts for his commentary and a member on various corporate boards that reward him handsomely- not to mention murky political dealings that have caused cries of his war crimes in some circles- Dr. Borlaug discreetly traveled the world making sure it is fed and in so doing “hands on” promotes and establishes peace in his current arena- Sub-Saharan Africa.  Recent celebrations of his 90th birthday have once again tried to bring much of his work to the world’s attention.

Although controversy continues over use of genetically modified or engineered grains, Dr. Borlaug has responded ferociously to this issue saying that “common sense” must prevail if we are to feed people living on subsistence level.  Having spent time in Africa on a Fulbright in 2003 I can attest to the situation he refers to.  Families living in their individual huts and homes have pitifully small gardens, much less fields, and similar yields.  Bio technology and Dr. Borlaug’s guidance can raise the nutritional level of these people immensely.  Recently the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization published a statement that “finds that with investment of research money, the technology could be used to increase yields and reduce costs of producing subsistence crops for the poor… if safety and environmental concerns are taken into account biotechnology could play an important role in feeding the world’s growing population.”  Once again the peaceful warrior, Dr. Bolaug and his army of scientists are fighting and winning a victory for peace that does not confuse.

As he was celebrating his 90th birthday he was off to Uganda to do more consultation.  Uganda is one of the African countries that is cruelly plagued with the HIV/AIDS epidemic.  With Dr. Borlaug warrioring peacefully there grain production can increase in yield, nourishment along with anti-retroviral drugs have the  potential for cleaning up the ravages of hunger and disease/plague- clarity of results will emerge- there is no confusion about Dr. Borlaug as he marches onward in his peaceful endeavor.

The victory and his work clarify the individual’s role in society as one who must do something and keep on fighting, but fighting peacefully, to keep getting it done.
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